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cated m a preset intermediate position inside the lateral walls, so as 
to obtain a couple of chambers, (5) and (6), one of which is larger 
than the other and position on top of the other, each of which is able 
to contain a determined quantity of substance (7). 
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"DOUBLE CONTAINMENT CAPACITY CONTAINER". 
DESCRIPTION 

The present invention refers to a double containment capacity 
container particularly recommended for housing two different 
quantities of a food substance in a practical and proportionate manner 
using one sole object. 

As it is known, nowadays, there is increasingly limited space for 
storing objects therefore, as far, for example, as glasses are concerned, 
in homes, but above all in public establishments, the number of 
glasses that a manager must have at their disposal is extremely high 
but the space in which to store them is increasingly reduced. 
Furthermore, in particular in discotheques, there are prevalently two 
types of drinks consumed: one drink type is spirits, where the glass 
needs to have a reduced capacity and the other is long drinks or soft 
drinks, where the glass must have a larger capacity. 

The need to have move than one set of glasses entails costs to outfit 
the establishment with glasses and requires a continuous restocking of 
different sizes and shapes, therefore management becomes rather 
demanding, apart from the fact that the glasses of different sizes, 
shapes, capacities, etc. require separate places in which to store them, 
leading to the need, for example, for several shelves. 
Furthermore, the realisation of glasses of different sizes requires the 
presence, upstream, of several production lines and of dies of different 
sizes with costs that have repercussions on the final cost of the said 
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glasses. In addition, storeroom management costs are always rather 
high therefore the manager tries to be able to contain and optimise 
them by trying to reduce the supplies present. 

Changing sector and talking, for example, of bowls or containers for 
ice creams, for the manager of either an ice cream parlour or a cafe, it 
is necessary to have various sizes available therefore it is 
indispensable, also in this case, to have a certain assortment of bowls 
in the storeroom and it is not guaranteed that all of them are used and 
in the same quantity, as there are periods in which the larger capacity 
ones are used more while in other moments the smaller sized ones are 
used. The situation illustrated above entails the need to have an ample 
assortment of bowls of all sizes in stock, with resulting costs and 
space occupied. 

In addition to the situation illustrated so far, it is known that, for 
example, as regards camping equipment, there is a need to have 
containers and accessories able to fulfil several functions with a single 
object so that the space occupied is reduced to a minimum but 
functionality is maximum. 

Furtherniore, there are containers currently present on the market, 
which feature dividers inside them which create two compartments to 
contain, for example, chocolate in one compartment and biscuits in the 
other. This type of container is generally sealed with a film of foil 
which is ripped off when one decides to use the contents thereof. 
The containers just described feature one sole cover therefore it is not 
possible to access solely one compartment at a time, and once the 
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container has been opened, all the contents thereof are exposed and 
must be consumed or otherwise thrown away. 

The aim of the present invention is essentially to solve the problems 
of the commonly known technique overcoming the drawbacks 
described by means of a double containment capacity container, able 
to contain, in an adequate manner, two different quantities of 
substances. 

A second aim of the present invention is to have a double containment 
capacity container which is extremely practical and convenient to use. 
A third aim of the present invention is to have a double containment 
capacity container which does not require different places to store it 
and allows the space occupied in the storeroom and the management 
costs to be reduced. 

A further aim of the present invention is to have a double containment 
capacity container which has a simple structure, occupies little space, 
is stackable, and is easy to realise and use. 

A still further aim of the present invention is to have a double 
containment capacity container which allows two substances to be 
contained contemporaneously and separately and which are also usable 
one at a time and at different moments. 

A further and not final aim of the present invention is to realise a 
double containment capacity container which is simple to realise and 
works well. 

These aims and others besides, which will better emerge over the 
course of the present description, are essentially achieved by means of 
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a double containment capacity container, as outlined in the claims 
below. 

Further characteristics and advantages will better emerge in the 
detailed description of a double containment capacity container 
according to the present invention, provided in the form of a non- 
limiting example, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

- figure 1 shows, schematically and from a perspective view, a 
double containment capacity container as per the present 
invention; 

- figure 2 shows, schematically and from a lateral view, the 
container in figure 1 ; 

" figure 3 shows, schematically and from a perspective view, the 
container in figure 1 in a different operational condition; 

- figure 4 shows, schematically and from a lateral view, the 
container in figure 3; 

" figure 5 shows, schematically and from an overhead view, the 
container in question; 

- figure 6 shows, schematically and from a perspective view, the 
container in figure 3 in operational condition; 

- figure 7 shows, schematically and from a perspective view, the 
container in figure 1 in operational condition; 

- figure 8 shows, schematically and from a sectioned view, the 
container in figure 3; 
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figure 9 shows, schematically and from a perspective view, a 
container according to the present invention equipped with a 
seal. 

With reference to the said figures, and in particular figure 1, 1 denotes 
the double containment capacity container as a whole, according to the 
present invention. 

The container 1 is essentially constituted of one or more lateral walls 
2, which mark the limits of the said container, and of a base 3 located 
in a preset intermediate position inside the lateral walls, as shown in 
figure 1. 

In more detail, the lateral walls can compose a container having any 
cylindrically shaped configuration, with a double frustum of cone or of 
pyramid or a quadrangular section, as show in the figures. 
The base 3 features a flat configuration which is orthogonal to the 
lateral walls or arched or partially arched and partially flat, as shown 
in figure 8. 

According to the present invention, the container in question features 
the characteristic that it has a pair of chambers 5 and 6, one of which 
is larger than the other and stacked on top of the other, each one being 
able to contain a determined quantity of substance 7, as shown in 
figure 6 and figure 7. In particular, container 1 proves stackable, as 
the smaller chamber 6 is able to enter the larger chamber 5. 
The material with which the container is realised can be plastic, glass, 
metal, cardboard, polystyrene, material for food use, biocompatible 
and biodegradable materials, etc or, in any case, any further material 
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which meets the aim of containing food substances, whether liquid or 
solid. 

In addition to everything illustrated so far, the container can be sealed 
with a sealing element 4, such as a lid, on one or both sides, as shown 
in figure 9. In greater detail, the sealing element 4 allows the 
container to be sealed using pressure or by means of screwing or by 
engagement, etc. Furthermore, the sealing element 4 can be large 
enough to house the substance inside it in such a way as to become, in 
its turn, a further container, so as to be able to use a chamber, for 
example, for drinking and to be able to pour the contents of the other 
chamber into the sealing element space without running the rislc of 
making the contents thereof fall. In addition, the container 1, once 
sealed with the sealing element 4, also proves easily stackable in this 
condition therefore it becomes very easy and simple to transport 
several containers containing food substances. 

After the predominantly structural description above, the operation of 
the invention in question will now be outlined. 

When the container in question has the function of a glass, its 
operation essentially entails containing liquids, like an ordinary glass, 
but with the particularity that it is able to contain, for example, a 
spirit, where the quantity of liquid is contained in chamber 6, while 
the chamber 5 becomes the resting base for the glass, while in the 
event of a soft drink or a long drink, the chamber 5 - which has a 
larger capacity- is used and the chamber 6 becomes the resting base 
for the glass. , 
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Thus, in a bar one sole type of glass is sufficient to meet and fulfil 
two different requirements, also meeting aesthetic requirements in 
terms of presentation of the glass and the contents thereof, since a 
small quantity of liquid in very large glass would be unattractive. 
In particular, at present, there is a rule which forbids consumption, for 
example, of an alcoholic drink while standing outside a drinking 
establishment, therefore it is not possible to go outside with a glass, 
only with a sealed container. The container in question allows one to 
drink outside as it is possible to leave the establishment with the 
container sealed by the lid and then sip the drink when and where one 
likes since the container can be sealed or, for example, a straw can be 
inserted into the lid, with the further possibility of having salty 
crackers, peanuts or other such foods in the other chamber. 
When, on the other hand, one has to serve a small ice cream, the 
smaller chamber is used, while for an ice cream composed, for 
example, of three or four scoops and/or with fruit, the larger chamber 
is used and the unused chamber acts a base for the bowl. In particular, 
the unused chamber becomes a handgrip for the bowl so that the ice 
cream can also be eaten while walking. Furthermore, the manager of 
the bar/cafe or the ice cream parlour is able to have a much smaller 
stock of bowls, and therefore restocking costs are lower, with definite 
savings in terms of management and less money tied up, in addition to 
less space occupied since they are also stackable. 

Finally, when the container must contain two different substances each 
one of these can be housed in a chamber of the container and sealed 
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with a lid, therefore the user can open one chamber at a time, 
depending on what they prefer, since there is also the possibility of 
resealing the chamber with the lid as shown in figure 9. 
Thus the present invention achieves the aims set. 

The double containment capacity container in question is extremely 
simple and practical. In fact, in the case of a glass, instead of having 
two different sized glasses, it is possible to use a single element to 
meet the requirements of pouring two different types of beverages, 
such as, for example, spirits or long drinks or soft drinks* 
Advantageously, the container in question proves very practical and 
functional to stack. 

In particular, for camping accessories, the container in question with a 
single element is able to fulfil the function of a glass with the larger 
chamber and, for example, of a coffee cup with the smaller chamber, 
occupying decidedly less space. 

Furthermore, the container in question, in addition to liquids, also 
allows solid foods to be contained, such as ice cream, allowing two 
different quantities of ice cream to be served with the same container 
without having to have two different sized bowls. 

Advantageously, the container can contain a soft drink in one 
compartment and a dessert, a biscuit or other such foodstuff in the 
other and can be sealed with a lid. 

The container in question is able to fulfil the function performed until 
now by two separate containers, which had to be kept together with 
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packaging or other means, via one sole element which proves more 
practical and convenient to use, transport and pack. 

A further advantage of the container in question derives from the fact 
that it is possible to considerably reduce the stocks of the containers, 
with a consequent reduction in the costs of management of the stocks, 
in addition to the fact that it becomes simper to replace the same 
container rather than two different containers. 

Finally, since the container in question fulfils the function of two 
objects contemporaneously, it allows savings in production costs as, 
for example, a single die suffices instead of two, as occurred in the 
commonly known technique. 

A further but not final advantage of the present invention is that it 
proves notably easy to use, simple to realise and works well. 
Naturally, further modifications or variants may be applied to the 
present invention while remaining within the scope of the invention 
that characterises it. 



wo 2009/118772 PCT/IT2009/000119 

10 

CLAIMS 

1) A double containment capacity container characterised by the 
fact that the said container is essentially constituted of one or 
more lateral walls (2), which mark the limits of the said 
container, and of a base (3) located in a preset intermediate 
position inside the lateral walls so as to be characterised by 
having a couple of chambers, (5) and (6), one of which is larger 
than the other and is positioned on top of the other, each one 
being able to contain a determined quantity of substance (7). 

2) A double containment capacity container according to claim 1, 
characterised by the fact that the said base (3) features a flat 
configuration which proves orthogonal to the lateral walls, or 
arched or partly flat and partly arched. 

3) A double containment capacity container according to claim 1, 
characterised by the fact that each chamber (5 and 6) can be 
sealed with a sealing element (4), such as a lid. 

4) A double containment capacity container according to claim 1, 
characterised by the fact that the lateral walls (2) can make up a 
container with any configuration of a cylindrical form, with a 
double frustum of cone or of pyramid or a quadrangular section, 

5) A double containment capacity container according to claim 1, 
characterised by the fact that the said container is realised with 
plastic material, glass, metal, cardboard, polystyrene, material 
for food use, biocompatible and/or biodegradable material or 
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any other material designed to contain food substances, whether 
liquid or solid. 

6) A double containment capacity container according to claim 3, 
characterised by the fact that the said sealing element (4) allows 
one to seal the container with pressure or via screwing or 
engagement etc. 

7) A double containment capacity container according to claim 3, 
characterised by the fact that the said sealing element (4) can be 
large enough to house the substance present in the chamber 
which it seals in order to become, in its turn, a further 
container. 

8) A double containment capacity container according to claim 1, 
characterised by the fact that the said container is stackable. 
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